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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT AMERASINGHE OF LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE 
EXPRESSES HOPE FOR FUTURE CONSENSUS ON LAW OF THE SEA 

1 . ON JULY 27, LOS CONFERENCE PRESIDENT AMERASINGHE, 

DURING CALL BY AMB LEONARD ON ANOTHER SUBJECT, TOOK 
OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT TO LEONARD ABOUT US REACTION TO 
LOS "INFORMAL COMPOSITE NEGOTIATING TEXT" (UN DOCUMENT 
A/CONF.62/WP. 1 0, 15 JULY 1977). AMERASINGHE SAID HE 
WISHED OUR DELEGATIONS INITIAL REACTION TO "INFORMAL 
COMPOSITE NEGOTIATING TEXT" HAS BEEN MADE AFTER CONSIDERA- 
TION OF HIS 'EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM" TO "COMPOSITE TEXT" 

(UN DOCUMENT A/CONF. 62/WP.10/ADD.1, 22 JULY 1977). 

2. AMERASINGHE STRESSED THAT, AS HE HAD EMPHASIZED IN 
HIS "EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM", THE "INFORMAL COMPOSITE 
NEGOTIATING TEXT" REMAINED ANYTHING BUT A CONSENSUS 
DOCUMENT AND IT HAD NOT BEEN INTENDED TO BE SUCH. IN 
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THIS CONNECTION, THE "EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM" STATES IN 
PART: 

"THE CONFERENCE ALSO AGRED THAT 

THE COMPOSITE NEGOTIATING TEXT WOULD BE INFORMAL IN CHARACTER 
AND WOULD HAVE THE SAME STATUS AS THE INFORMAL SINGLE 
NEGOTIATING TEXT AND THE REVISED SINGLE NEGOTIATING TEXT 
AND WOULD, THEREFORE, SERVE PURELY AS A PROCEDURAL DEVICE AND 
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ONLY PROVIDE A BASIS FOR NEGOTIATION WITHOUT AFFECTING THE 
RIGHT OF ANY DELEGATION TO SUGGEST REVISIONS IN THE SEARCH 
FOR A CONSENSUS. IT WOULD BE RELEVANT TO RECALL HERE THE 
OBSERVATION MADE IN MY PROPOSAL REGARDING THE PREPARATION OF THIS 
TEXT THAT IT WOULD NOT HAVE THE CHARACTER AND STATUS OF THE 
TEXT WHICH WAS PREPARED BY THE INTERNATIONAL LAW COMMISSION AND 
PRESENTED TO THE GENEVA CONFERENCE OF 1958 AND WOULD, 

THEREFORE, NOT HAVE THE STATUS OF A BASIC PROPOSAL THAT WOULD 
STAND UNLESS REJECTED BY THE REQUISITE MAJORITY." 

3. AMERASINGHE SAID HE HAD RESERVED INSERTING HIS INFLUENCE 
IN DRAFTING OF "INFORMAL COMPOSITE NEGOTIATING TEXT" UNTIL 
LATER WHEN DELEGATIONS WOULD HAVE MADE SUGGESTIONS FOR 
REVISIONS. THUS. AMERASINGHE'S MESSAGE WAS VERY MUCH 
TO EFFECT THAT GAME NOT UP, THAT FUTURE HOLDS REAL OPPOR 
TUNITIES FOR MOVEMENT TOWARD CONSENSUS, AND THAT HE WILL WORK 
HARD FOR ONE. 

YOUNG 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LAW OF THE SEA, TEXT, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, NEGOTIATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 29-Jul-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977USUNN02422 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770273-0963 

Format: TEL 

From: USUN NEW YORK 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977072/aaaaabqz.tel 

Line Count: 80 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 0ffa0d64-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION DLOS 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1751626 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESIDENT AMERASINGHE OF LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE EXPRESSES HOPE FOR FUTURE CONSENSUS ON LAW OF THE 
SEA 

TAGS: PLOS, XX, UN. LOS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/0ffa0d64-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



